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current study were lower than these trace elements in
Florida agricultural soils reported by Holmgren et aI.
(1993). This is possible because many of the soils used
in this study were collected through the FCSSP from
uncultivated, or minimally cultivated sites (Sodek et aI.,
1990). Concentrations of 15 trace elements in this study
agreed with previously published values for 11 metals
in 40 Florida soils (Ma et aI., 1997). Concentrations of
Zn, As, and Cd, however, were much lower and those
of Cr were much greater in the current study than those
of Ma et aI. (1997). Discrepancies may relate to the
greater variety of soils analyzed in the current study.

Soil contamination may be considered when concen­
trations of an element in soils were two- to three times
greater than the mean background levels (Logan and
Miller, 1983). In the current study, the observed concen­
tration ranges of 15 trace elements (Table 2) were signif­
icantly greater than their upper baseline concentration
limits (Table 3), which may suggest either contamination
in these soils (Dudka, 1993), or influence from pedo­
genic factors (Ma et aI., 1997). The fact that the GMs
were much closer to the medians than were AMs for
all elements in Florida surface soils confirms that the
data were strongly positively skewed (Table 2). The
calculated baseline concentrations of trace elements in
Table 3, therefore, better represent their natural con­
centrations in the soils because the distorting effects of
a few high concentrations are minimized (Dudka, 1993).

The upper baseline concentration limits of Cd, Co,
Cr, Cu,- Fe, Mn, Ni, S, and Zn were used by Dudka
et aI. (1995) to assess possible metal contamination in
Ontario soils. McGrath (1986) reported that the upper
baseline concentration range for Pb concentrations in
topsoils from England and Wales fell well within most
soil protection guidelines. In the current study, upper
baseline ranges for 10 elements (Ag, As, Be, Cd, Cr,
Cu, Mo, Ni, Pb, Se) corresponded well with ,~he upper

baseline values reported in literature (Table 3). In in­
stances where significant differences were found (i.e.,
Ba, Hg, Mn, Sb, and Zn), Florida soils generally showed
lower baseline concentrations (Table 3).

Correlation Analysis for Concentrations of 15
Trace Elements in 448 Florida Surface Soils
Correlation analysis is a useful tool for analyzing simi-

larities between paired data and is widely used in trace
metal data analyses (Bradford et aI., 1996; Dudka et aI.,
1995; Lee et aI., 1997). In the current study, correlation
analysis between elemental concentrations and soil
properties (total Fe, total AI, pH, clay, OC, and CEC)
of 448 surface soils and among trace elements was con­
ducted (Tables 4 and 5).

Correlation between Trace Element Concentrations
and Soil Properties

Soil pH significantly correlated with concentrations
of As, Cd, Cr, Cu, Mn, Se, and Zn (Table 4). This is
consistent with the fact that their concentrations were
the lowest in Spodosols (Ma et aI., 1997), which had
the lowest pH among the seven soil orders. No such
correlation, however, was reported by Ma et aI. (1997),
possibly due to the limited sample numbers in that study.

Clay content is highly correlated with concentrations
of all trace elements except for Ba, Hg, and Ni (Table
4). This is consistent with previously published data by
Ma et aI. (1997). They reported that concentrations of
AI, As, Cr, Cu, Fe, Hg, Ni, Pb, and Zn were strongly
correlated with clay content in 40 Florida surface soils.
Correlations between clay content and concentrations
of Zn and Ni in Oklahoma soils (Lee et at, 1997), and
between clay content and concentrations of As, Cd, Cr,
Cu, Mo, Ni, Pb, Sb, and Zn in Canada soils (Mermut
et aI., 1996) were reported. Soon and Abboud (1990)

Table 3. Calculated baseline concentrations of trace elements in Florida surface soils (mg kg-I except for "g, which is fLg kg-I) compared
with published baseline concentrations in soils.

This study Soil from other studies

Element Florida Floridat Bull Island§ Alaska'll California# USAtt ChinaH PoJand§§

Ag 0.07-2.50 NAn NA NA 0.06--2.86 NA 0.OH.41 NA
As 0.02--7.01 0.03-37 NA 1.2&-35.8 0.63-12.3 1.05-25.9 2.5-33.6 0~.1

Ba 1.67-112 NA 1~380 213-1659 197-1110 96.1-2015 266-761 125-409
Be 0.04-4.15 NA NA 0.6S-3.33 0.36--3.65 0.11-3.57 0.85-3.9 NA
Cd ~.33 0.11~.41 NA NA 0.05-1.34 NA 0.0~.33 0.1-1.7
Cr 0.89-80.7 0.88-17.2 6.8-29 12.5-200 14.8-392 6.59--208 19.3-154) 3.7-75.3
Cu 0.22--21.9 0.84-16.3 0.35-5~2 7.33-78.6 7.41-77.8 2.86--101 7.3-55 2.6-18.0
Hg 0.75-39.6 0.62--28.4 NA NA 44.5-899 9.1-368 5.9--270 NA
Mn 1.74-236 3.2--196 45-500 76-3718 263-1332 43-2532 1343--1740 83-1122
Mo 0.13-6.76 NA NA 0.14-5.29 0.181-4.48 0.08-4.37 0.15-9.8 NA
Ni 1.76-48.5 4.5-9.4 0.96-4.6 5.1-113 6.25-207 2.44-69.4 7.73-70.9 2.6-27.0
Pb 0.69--42.0 0.93-18.1 5.7-15 3.~36.3 9.64-48.8 4.62-55.4 9.95-56.0 NA
Sb 0.06--0.79 NA NA NA 0.154-1.62 0.093-2.47 0.38-3.0 2.6-27.0
Se 0.01-1.11 NA NA NA O.OOH.23 0.043-1.57 0.047~.99 0.07~.30

Zn 0.89--29.6 7.1-20.0 2.8-12 2&-188 NA 12.&-183 28.5-161 10.5-154

t Based on 95% confidence intervals (GMlGSDt to GM X GSDt); N = 448.
t Calculation based on data reported by Ma et aI., 1997; N = 40.
§ Calculation based on data reported by Gough et aI., 1994; N = 16.
'II Calculation based on data reported by Gough et al., 1988; N = 437.
# Calculation based on data reported by Bradford et al., 1996; N = 50.
tt Calculation based on data reported by Shaddette and Boemgen, 1984; N = 1218.
H Calculation based on data reported by Wei et al., 1990; N = 4095.
§§ Data reported by Dudka, 1992, 1993; N = 127.
I'll NA; Data not available.
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Table 4. Correlation coefficient (r) of element concentrations with soil properties in 448 Florida surface soils.

Element NCt pH Clay OC CEC Total Fe Total AI

As 0 0.14** 0.331 0.581 8.391 0.661 0.601
Cd 0 0.10§ 0.12§ 0.13** 0.13** 0.421 0.391
Cu 0 0.27'11 0.14** 0.15** 0.11§ 8.571 0.511
Se 0 0.10§ 0.28'1[ '-0.551 0.451 0.431 0.421
Zn 0 0.221 0.461 0.191 0.231 0.741 0.621
All 1 -0.03 NS:j: 0.401 0.631 8.511 8.511 0.571
Cr 1 0.10§ 0.3411 0.06 NS 8.13** 0.671 0.581
Mn 1 0.271 0.3411 0.06 NS 8.13** 0.751 0.571
Me 1 -8.07 NS 0.441 8.571 tt.6lIt 0.421 0.451
Pb 1 0.03 NS 0.131 8.16*** 0.17*** 0.571 0.541
Sb 1 -0.01 NS 0.20*** 0.581 0.391 0.2S1 0.301
Ba 2 0.03 NS 0.05 NS 0.191 0.13** 0.611 0.591
Hil 2 0.00 NS 0.02 NS 0.331 0.241 8.38'1 0.281
Be 3 -0.01 NS 0.58'11 -0.02 NS 0.07 NS 0.471 0.451
Ni 4 0.00 NS 0.04 NS 0.02 NS -0.01 NS 0.271 0.231

**,*** Significantly different at levels of a = 0.01 and 0.001, respectively.
t NC, number of correlation that are not significant among trace elements and soil properties.
:j: NS, not significant.
§ Significantly different at levels of a = 0.10.
1 Significant different at levels of a = 0.0001.

found that Cr, Pb, and Cu were correlated with clay
content. Strong correlations between concentrations of
As, Cr, Cu, Mn, and Ni and the amounts of particles
<0.02 mm in surface soils of Poland also were reported
by Dudka (1993). They suggested that clay content was
important in controlling the level and distribution of
trace metal concentrations in soils (Soon and Abboud,
1990; Dudka, 1993). Mermut et ai. (1996) indicated that
Pb was likely adsorbed on the 2:1 silicate clay minerals,
and therefore Pb concentrations would be expected to
increase with increasing clay content. High correlation
coefficients (P < 0.001) between background values of
trace elements (As, Ba, Cr, Mn, Sb, and Zn) and clay
content in Dutch topsoils were attributed to the phe­
nomenon that soils in the Netherlands had been devel­
oped from sediments (Edelman and de Bruin, 1986).
As such, elemental concentrations were used with clay
and OC contents to establish guideline values for con­
taminant levels in Dutch soils (Forstner, 1995).

In contrast to previously published data (Ma et aI.,
1997), OC showed significant correlation with trace ele­
ment concentrations except for Be, Cr, Mn, and Ni (Ta­
ble 4). This may be due to the fact that no organic
soil was included in the former study. Ames and Prych

(1995) reported that concentrations of most transition
metals (Co, Cu, Hg, Mn, Ni, and Zn) in soils of Washing­
ton showed significant correlation with Oc. This finding
was attributed to the strong absorption of transition
metals by soil organic matter (Stevenson, 1982). Signifi­
cant correlation (P < 0.05) was also found between
certain metal concentrations and OC contents in Dutch
topsoils (Edelman and de Bruin, 1986) and agricultural
soils of northwestern Alberta (Soon and Abboud, 1990).
In Florida, surface oxidation of OC in the aerobic layers
of Histosols may concentrate Cd in the surface of these
soils (Holmgren et aI., 1993). Furthermore, humic sub­
stances in organic soils can serve as strong reducing and
complexing agents and influence the processes control­
ling mobilization of many toxic metals including Hg
(Gough et aI., 1996). A recent study on the sawgrass
(Cladium jamaicense Crantz) prairie wetlands in south
Florida demonstrated that nonessential trace elements
(such as Cr, Co, Pb, and Hg) were generally not being
cycled but were concentrated in the organic-rich sedi­
ments (U.S. Geological Survey, 1996).

CEC showed significant positive correlation with
most trace elements except Be and Ni (Table 4). This
result agrees well with Holmgren et ai. (1993), who

Table 5. Correlation coefficients (r) among elemental concentrations in 448 Florida surface soils.

NCt Ag As Mo Zn Se Sb Mn Cu Cr Cd Pb BA Be Hg Ni

Ag 0 1 *** 'II 'II 'II 'II ** 1 *** *** ** 1 *** 'I §
As 1 0.18 1 'II 'II t *** 'II ** *** .. 'I § *** ** NS:j:
Mo 1 0.67 0.23 1 'II 11 'II § 11 11 ** NS *** ** 'I 1
Zn 1 0.39 0.21 0.30 1 'II § 11 *** 1 § 'I NS 'I §
Se 1 0.49 0.28 0.52 0.25 1 'II § 'I *** I § I NS 'I §
Sb 2 0.75 0.18 0.53 0.22 0.60 1 § ** ** *** ** 1 NS 'I NS
Mn 2 0.16 0.35 0.10 0.53 0.12 0.12 1 'II 'II 'I ** § , NS NS
Cu 2 0.25 0.15 0.37 0.70 0.63 0.15 0.39 1 I 'I § ** , NS NS
Cr 3 0.17 0.17 0.50 0.31 0.16 0.15 0.25 0.23 1 ** NS NS , NS ,
Cd 3 0.17 0.32 0.13 0.37 0.24 0.17 0.24 0.44 0.13 1 '1\ NS *** NS NS
Pb 3 0.15 0.45 0.07 0.20 0.10 0.15 0.15 0.12 0.05 0.34 1 § § § NS
Ba 3 0.41 0.09 0.16 0.20 0.22 0.35 0.12 0.13 0.07 0.07 0.10 1 § ** NS
Be 4 0.18 0.13 0.13 0.46 0.03 -0.01 0.45 0.21 0.36 0.17 0.08 0.08 1 NS II(S
Hg 6 0.56 0.13 0.20 0.12 0.38 0.65 0.01 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.09 0.11 -0.04 1 NS
Ni 10 0.09 0.01 0.31 0.07 0.08 0.05 0.08 0.05 0.56 0.01 -0.04 -0.01 0.07 0.01 1

**,*** Significantly different at levels of a = 0.01 and 0.001, respectively.
t NC, number of correlation that are not significant among trace elements with the maximum being 14.
:j: NS, Not significant.
§ Significantly different at levels of a = 0.10.
'II Significant different at levels of a = 0.0001.
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reported that trace elements show good correlation with
both CEC and Oc. This is understandable since CEC
is simply correlated with clay containing trace elements
and shows significant positive correlation with OC and
pH (Stevenson, 1982).

All 15 trace elements were highly correlated to both
total Fe and Al concentrations in Florida surface soils
(Table 4). These correlation coefficients were the
strongest among all six variables tested in Table 4. A
similar but a slightly weaker correlation was reported by
Ma et aI. (1997). Dudka (1993) found good correlation
between concentrations of As, Co, Cr, Cu, Ga, Mn, Ni,
and Se and concentrations of Al and Fe in surface soils
of Poland. He concluded that levels of most elements
were mainly controlled by minerals present in those
soils (Dudka, 1992). Total Fe and Al concentrations
(2300 and 2200 mg kg-I) in Florida soil are 16 to 32
times lower than the average concentrations reported
for other soils (38000 and 71 000 mg kg-I; Lindsay,
1979). Apparently, total Fe and total AI, even at such
low concentrations, are significant in controlling metal
concentrations in Florida soils. The capacity of Fe and/
or Al oxides in sorbing and/or co-precipitating trace
elements has been widely studied (Zachara et aI., 1993;
Karthikeyan, 1997). We hypothesize that trace elements
may have co-precipitated with Fe-AI oxides during their
formation in soils, existing as structural components of
Fe-AI oxides instead as exchangeable ions on Fe-AI
oxide surface. This is supported by the fact that trace
element concentrations correlated better with total Fe
and total Al than with CEC (Table 4).

Correlation among Trace Elements

Significant correlation was found among most trace
elements, especially Ag, As, Cd, Cr, Cu, Mn, Mo, Sb,
Se, and Zn (Table 5). This may occur because they have
similar ionic radii, with the exception of Ag (Kabata­
Pendias and Pendias, 1992; Dean, 1992). This result is
consistent with previously published data by Ma et aI.

(1997). They reported that concentrations of AI, As,
Cr, Cu, Fe, Mn, Pb, and Zn in 40 Florida soils positively
correlated with each other. Among the 15 trace ele­
ments tested in the present study, Ag was correlated
with all other elements, whereas Ni correlated only with
Ag, Cr, Mo, and Se. Good correlation between concen­
trations of Ni and Cr has been reported, however, for
surface soils of California (r = 0.95, P <0.01; Bradford
et aI., 1996) and Minnesota (r = 0.90, P < 0.01; Pierce
et aI., 1982). Correlation between concentrations of Ni
and Cr and concentrations of Ti and Al in Washington
soils was reported by Prych et aI. (1995). They suggested
that Cr and Ni were associated mostly with the mineral
phase in the soils.

Lead and Ba displayed significant correlation with
most elements, excluding Mo, Ni, Cr, and Cd; beryllium
displayed significant positive correlation with most ele­
ments, excluding Ni, Se, and Sb; and Hg showed signifi­
cant correlation with most elements except for Be, Cd,
Cr, Cu, Mn, and Ni (Table 5). High correlation among
trace elements in Florida soils suggests that similar pro­
cesses control element associations in parent materials
(Bradford et aI., 1996). To separate natural from anthro­
pogenic factors influencing trace element concentra­
tions in soils, however, normalization of the data based
on weather- or leach- resistant reference elements, such
as AI, Ti, and Zr, is needed.

Factorial Analysis and Multiple Regression
of Trace Element Concentrations

and Soil Properties

Factorial Analysis

Factorial analysis is an extension of correlation analy­
sis. It can divide variables into groups that are consistent
with anthropogenic or pedogenic processes (Davies and
Wixson, 1987; Dudka, 1992). In the present study, eight
factors satisfactorily described distributions of trace ele­
ment concentrations in Florida surface soils. These fac-

Table 6. Results of R-mode factorial analysis for Florida surface soils showing relative loading from element concentrations and soil
properties on eight factors derived by varimax rotation.

Factor number Percent
variance

Factor Factor I Factor II Factor III Factor IV Factor V Factor VI Factor VII Factor explained
loading 28.9t 14.8t 10.3t 8.1t 7.5t 6.7t 6.4t VIII 3.8t (%)86.6:1:

1.00 100
Extr-Mg,
Extr-Na, CEC 90

0.90 80
Fe,AI Extr-Ca pH-KCI OC

Total-acid Ni 70
0.80

K, Mn, Ba Extr-K pH-H,O, Ca Silt, Clay Mo Hg 60
0.70 50

Zn,P,Be Avail-H,O Cr Sb
0.60 40

Pb, As Mg Pb,Ag
0.50 30

Cr, Co Co Se, Avail-H,O Ag Cd,As Mg
0.40 20

t Percentage of tbe total variance explained by a factor.
t Percentage of the total variance explained by all factors.
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tors explained 87% of the variance using the 34 variables
in the analysis (Table 6). The resulting varimax factors
were not correlated and different variables generally
had different loadings on different factors. Apparently
some of the elements (As, Ag, Cr, Cu, and Pb) were
controlled by more than one factor.

Factor 1 (total Fe and AI) explained 29% of the total
variance and was the most important factor, which was
consistent with correlation data in Table 4. It had large
loadings from total concentrations of Fe and Al and
moderate loadings from total concentrations of K and
P in the soils. This factor may represent Fe and Al
oxides, perhaps combining with K and P minerals as
well as some resistant metals. Four trace elements Mn,
Ba, Zn, Be showed strong associations with Factor 1.
Relatively low loadings from Cr, Cu, Pb, and As on the
total Fe and Al factor suggest that other factors influ­
ence these elements in Florida soils. It was reported
that in acidic soils, the main forms of As were Al and
Fe arsenates (AIAs04and FeAs04), whereas in alkaline
and calcareous soils the main form was Ca3(As04)2 (Fer­
gusson, 1990).

Factors 2, 3, 4, and 5 were related to major soil proper­
ties; namely CEC (Factor 2), pH (Factor 3), clay (Factor
4), and OC (Factor 5), which together explained 41 %
of the total variations. The large loadings from the ex­
tractable bases on Factor 2 (soil CEC factor) means
that these extractants were highly correlated with CEC.
Factor 3 (soil pH factor) had a large loading from pH.
Total concentrations of Ca and Mg had moderate load­
ings on Factor 3, implying that total concentrations of
both base elements contributed to the soil pH factor.
Total concentrations of Cu had some loading on the
soil pH factor, confirming the significant associations
between Cu and soil pH (Table 4). Factor 4 (soil clay
factor) was primarily due to particle-size distribution
(positively associated with silt and clay, negatively asso­
ciated with sand), and to a lesser extent, with available

moisture content of the soils. The loading of Se on
Factor 4 was consistent with the significant correlation
coefficients between concentrations of Se with soil clay
content (Table 4). Factor 5 (soil OC) is clearly due to
OC and total acid, and to a lesser extent, available
moisture content of the soils. The lack of significant
loading of any trace metals on Factor 2 and Factor 5
implies that both OC and CEC did not have major
influence on occurrences of these trace elements in Flor­
ida surface soils.

Factor 6 (Ni and Mo factor) explains 7% of the total
variances. It had large loadings from Ni and Mo and to
a lesser extent of Cr and Ag. This is consistent with the
relationships between concentrations of Ni with Mo, Cr
and Ag (Table 5). Chromium and Mo are transition
elements that locate at Group 6b of the Periodic Table
and have strong lithophile tendencies. Though they have
variable oxidation states, they are preferably hexavalent
in their oxygen compounds (Kabata-Pendias and Pen­
dias, 1992). Nickel and Cr in soils are mostly from pedo­
genic sources (Kabata-Pendias et aI., 1992). During mag­
netic fractionation, Cr is closely associated with Ni and
accumulates in ultrabasic rocks (Davies and Wixson,
1987).

Factors 7 and 8 were of minor importance; together
they explained ~10% of the total variations. They may
be regarded as anthropogenic factors based on informa­
tion described previously. These factors included Sb,
Pb, Ag, Cd, As (Factor 7), and Hg (Factor 8). Factor 7
(Sb and Pb) confirmed significant associations among
total concentrations of these elements (Table 5). Accu­
mulations of Cd in organic soils were attributed to appli­
cation of phosphate fertilizers containing Cd (Holmgren
et aI., 1993). The composition of Factor 8 (Hg) indicates
an obvious relationship of total concentration of Mg
with Hg in the soils. It was reported atmospheric deposi­
tion was more important for Pb, As, and Hg, whereas
phosphate fertilizer is marginally more important for Cd

Table 7. Multiple and partial correlation coefficients for regression of concentrations of trace metals in florida surface soils against key
soil properties.

I Multiple correlation
Partial correlation coefficients (r) coefficient

l
Trace Number of
elementt variable Total Fet Total Alt Clay OC CEC pH-HzO R' F-test

Mn 3 0.597 NS:j: -0.134 ~0.157 NS NS 0.65 ***
Ni 2 0.125 NS NS -0.126 NS NS 0.09 ***
Ba 2 0.240 0.119 NS NS NS NS 0.33 ***
Be 2 0.234 0.270 NS NS NS NS 0.44 ***
Hg 2 0.187 -0.128 NS NS NS NS 0.10 ***
Ag 2 NS 0.196 0.130 NS NS NS 0.29 ***
Sb 2 NS 0.130 0.199 NS NS NS 0.10 ***
Se 1 NS NS 0.245 NS NS NS 0.25 ***
As 1 0.252 NS NS NS NS NS 0.42 ***
Cd 1 0.139 NS NS NS NS NS 0.23 ***
Cr 1 0.407 NS NS NS NS NS 0.46 ***
Cu 1 0.169 NS NS NS NS NS 0.33 ***
Pb 1 0.203 NS NS NS NS NS 0.30 ***
Zn 1 0.358 NS NS NS NS NS 0.52 ***
Mo 1 0.116 NS NS NS NS NS 0.13 ***
Number of elements 12 5 4 2 0 0

*** Significantly different at levels of a = 0.0001.
t Concentration after log-transformation.
:j: NS, not significant at levels of a = 0.05 using the student '-test.
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contamination in soils (Fergusson, 1990). Very recent
studies suggest that Hg deposition in South Florida is
generally driven by large-scale regional or hemispheric
processes as opposed to local emission/deposition pro­
cesses (Gough et aI., 1996).

Multiple Regression Analysis

Multiple regression of concentrations of trace ele­
ments against clay, OC, pH, CEC, and total concentra­
tions of Al and Fe supported the relationships of trace
elements with important soil properties (Table 4) and
the results of factorial analysis (Table 6). Regressions of
log-transformed concentrations of the 15 trace elements
against six soil variables were all significant, explaining
between 9 to 65% of the total variance (Table 7).

Partial correlation coefficients between individual el­
ement and soil property provided the relative impor­
tance of each soil property on elemental distributions.
The number of variables and magnitude of partial corre­
lation coefficients (r) confirmed that total Fe and total
Al were the two major variables controlling concentra­
tions and distributions of most trace elements in Florida
surface soils as demonstrated previously using simple
correlation analysis (Table 4) and factorial analysis (Ta­
ble 6). Total Fe concentrations are important for all 15
trace elements except for Ag, Sb, and Se, which were
apparently related to clay content, whereas total Al
concentrations were important for elements Ba, Be, Hg,
Ag, and Sb. Though CEC and pH are critical soil proper­
ties, their importance on the distribution of trace ele­
ments was not significant because they depend highly
on soil components (i.e., clay, OC, Fe, and Al oxides),
which also had significant positive correlation with con­
centrations of most trace elements (Tables 4 and 6).
Our results demonstrated the importance of Fe and/or
Al oxides and clay in controlling trace element concen­
trations in Florida soils (Table 7).

Among the 15 trace elements, partial correlation coef­
ficients of Fe with Mn (r = 0.60), Cr (r = 0.41), and Zn
(r = 0.36) were the highest (Table 7). Iron and Mn
have similar redox chemistry and geochemical behavior,
which explain their high covariance in soils. Actually,
hydrous oxides of Fe and Mn in soils were reportedly the
most important compounds in sorption of trace metallic
pollutants, and they exhibit diverse affinities to NiH,
CuH , ZnH , CdH , Pb4+, and Ag+, which have approxi­
mately the same physical dimensions as Mn and Fe ions
(Fergusson, 1990). In addition, oxidation of As, Cr, and
Hg by Mn oxides is likely to control the redox behavior
of these three elements in soils (Kabata-Pendias and
Pendias, 1992). In general, Cr closely resembles Fe and
Al in ionic size and in geochemical properties. The asso­
ciation between Cr and Fe may reflect the fact that most
of the Cr in soils is present as chromite (FeCrz04) or in
other spinel structures, substituting for Fe. However,
under conditions induced by fluctuating water tables,
Fe is depleted and Al is rendered less crystalline and
more prone to organo-complexation. Aluminum hy­
droxides can thus adsorb a variety of trace elements and

be more important than that of Fe oxides in remaining
certain trace elements like Ag, Be, and Sb (Table 7).

CONCLUSIONS
The GM concentration levels of 15 potentially toxic

trace elements in Florida surface soils were lower than
the average of USA and world soils. The upper limit of
baseline concentrations for most trace elements (Ag,
As, Be, Cd, Cr, Cu, Mo, Ni, Pb, Se), however, corre­
sponded well with those reported in the literature. Base­
line concentrations of 15 trace elements in 448 represen­
tative Florida soil samples were proposed as reference
concentrations in Florida. Due to possible influence
from anthropogenic factors on concentrations of Sb,
Pb, Ag, Cd, As, and Hg (Table 6), however, baseline
concentrations estimated for Ba, Be, Cu, Mn, Mo, Ni,
Cr, Se, and Zn are probably a better measure of the
natural levels of these elements in Florida surface soils.

Total Fe and Al showed the strongest relationship
with concentrations of most trace elements, based on
simple correlation analysis, factorial analysis and multi­
ple regression (Tables 4, 6, and 7). Other important
variables include clay and Oc. The importance of CEC
and pH on the distribution of trace elements was diluted
by these component variables. Significant correlation
coefficients were also found among Ag, As, Cd, Cr, Cu,
Mn, Mo, Sb, Se, and Zn (Table 5).
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